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THE CLAIMS DEFINING THE INVENTION ARE AS FOLLOWS:- 

1 . ATnethod of forming a tube from an elongate sheet of material having a pair of 
spaceq and parallel edges, the method including:- 

irming the elongate sheet into a tube such that the lateral edges of the 
sheet overlap to define an overlap region having an inner overlap portion and an 
outer ovenap portion; . 

punching the inner overlap portion and outer overlap portion to define a tab 
in each, said tabs being aligned such that the tab defined in the inner portion is 
directly underneath the tab defined in the outer portion; and 

folding the tabs whereby the inner overiap portion and outer overlap portion 
are fixed together. 
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2. A method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the tabs are folded inwardly. 

3. A method as chimed in claim 1, wherein the tabs are substantially V or U 
shaped. 
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4. A method as claimea in daim 1 , wherein the tabs are simultaneously punched. 

5. A method as claimeoyin claim 1, wherein complementary pairs of tabs are 
provided along the length o\ the tube at regular centres. 

6. A tube formed according td the method defined in any one of claims 1 to 5. 

7. A tube manufactured from art elongate sheet of material formed into a tube and 
having its lateral edges overlappmg to define an inner overtapping portion and an 
outer overlapping portion, a tab defined in the inner overtapping portion, a tab 
defined in the outer overtapping portion, said tabs being aligned such that the tab 
defined in the inner overtapping portidn lies directly beneath the tab defined in the 
outer overtapping portion, said tabs being folded such that the inner overtapping 
portion and outer overtapping portion aremed together. 
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8. A ttibe as claimed in claim 7, wherein said tabs are folded inwardly. 



9. A tubp as claimed in claim 7, wherein said tabs are substantially V or U 
shaped. 
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10. A tube as cjaimed in claim 7, wherein complementary pairs of tabs a provided 
at regular centres along the length of the tube. 

1 1 /A tube or the like including:- 
10 Xlongitudinally extending seam formed by overlapping opposed edges of 

sheet mateiral forming the tube; and 

fastenihg means for fastening together the overlapped edges, the fastening 
means being inteoraily fomned by material punched from the overlapped edges. 

15 12. A tube as claimeoSp claim wherein the fcu^ning means are tabs bent to 
abut the tijbe surface. 



1 3. A method of fomning a tubeV the like, the m^lhdd including:- 

bending sheet mafteriai ftOQUt^ajopgitdciinai axis to overlap opposed edges 
20 of the material; 

integrally fastenijig thj^ overlapp^ edges by punching material from the 
overiapped edges. 
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14. A method as claimed in claim 13, and furthermdudlng:- 
bending the punched material to abut the tubV surface. 



